44 Our Boundaries.

main portion of the territory in dispute, that between Canada and Maine, was then valued
at $15,000,000, an absurdly low figure, covered eleven millions of acres, and completely
intercepted the communication between Canada and the Maritime Provinces.. It was in
the occupation and under the jurisdiction of Great Britain.

In 1831, the King of Holland communicated his decision to the Pleniyotentiaries. It was
as follows :— ;

‘We ave of opinion that it will be expedient to adopt as the boundary of the two States a line drawn due north from
the source of the River 8t. Croix to the point where it intersects the middle of the thalweg of the River St. John,
thence the middle of the thalweg of that river, ascending it, to the point where the River St. Francis empties itself
into the River St. John, thence the middle of the thalweg of the River St. Francis, ascending it, to the source of its
south-westernmost branch, which sourcg we indicated on the map A by the lettter k_, authenticated by the signature
of our Minister of Foreigh Affairs, thende a line dravn due west to the point where it unites with the line claimed by
the United States of America, and delineatcd on the map ‘A. Thenee said line to the point at which, according to the
#aid map, it coincides with that claimed by Grea} Britain, snd hence the line traced on the map by the two powers to
the north-westernmost source of Connecticut river, * * \ }

Weare of opinion that it will be expedient to proceed to fresh operations to measure the observed latitude in
order to mark out the boundary from the River Connecticut along the parallel of the 45th degree of north latitude to
the River St. Lawrence—named in, the treaties Iroguois _a.nd Cataragui—in sqch a manner, however, that in all cases
2t the place called Rouse’s Point, the territory of the United Stutes of America shall extend to the fort erected at
that place, and shall include said fort and its kilometrical radius.

The American Commissioner, not satisfied with obtaining three-fourths of the disputed
territory, at once protested. He asserted that the King ought to have decided that either
one or the other party was in the right, and that he had not been authorized to make a
compromise. Eighteen months afterwards, the United States Government refused its assent
to_the award. The British Government, who had at first accepted it in good faith,sthen
withdrew theirs, and proposed a partition of the disputed territory by a new_ conventional
line. The United States refused, again proposing the River St. John as the boundary.
Finally, the dispute became so serious that anew Treaty was negociated in 1842, known by
the name of Lord Ashburton, its negociator, which, by Canadians, should ever be held infamous.
Its first article declares:—

That the line of boundary shall be as follows : Beginning at the monument at the source of the St. Croix, as
designated and agreed to by the Commissioners under the fifth article of the Treaty of 1794, between the Governments
of the United States and Great Britain ; thence north, following the exploring line run and marked by the Surveyors
of the two Governments in the years 1817 and 1818, under the fifth article of the Treaty of Ghent, to its intersection
with the River St. John and to the middle of the channel thereof ; thence, up thgmiddle of the main channel of the
said River St. John, to the mouth of the River St. Francis ; thence up the middM® of the channel of the River &t.
Francis, and of the lakes through which it flows te_the outlet of Jsake Pohenagamook ; thence, gouth-westerly, in a
straight line to a point on the north-west branch of the River St. John, which point shall be ten miles distant from the
main branch of the St. John in a straight line, and in the nearest direction—but if the said point shall be found to be
less than seven miles from the nearest point of the summit or crest of the highlands that divide those rivers which
empty themselves into the River St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the St. John, then the said point ghall be
made to recede down the said north-west branch of the River St. John to a point seven miles in a straight line from
the said summit or crest ; thence, in a straight line in a codrse about south, eight degrees west to the point where the
parallel of latitude of 46° 25° north, intersects the south-west branch of the St. John's; thence, southerly by the
said branch to the source thereof in the highlands at the Met tte portage, thence down along the said highlands
which divide the waters which empty themselves into the River St. Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlantic
Ocean, to the head of Hall's stream ; thence down the middle of said stream, till the line thus run intersects the old
line of boundary surveyed and marked by Valentine and Collins, previous to the year 1774, as the 45th degree of N,
latitude, and which has been known and understood to be the line of actual division between the States of New York
and Vermont on one side and the British Province of Canada on the other ; and from e2id point of intersection, west,
along the said dividing line as heretofore known and undcrstood to the Iroquois or St. Lawrence river.

Two tracts of great importance were thus surrendered. First, the most fertile portion of
the valley of the St. John, including the region watered by its tributaries, the Aroostook, the
Fish River, the Allegash, &e.; covering some 8,000,000 acres, the possession of which by a
foreign power impedes direct communication between Quebec and the chief cities of the lower
Provinces by rail as well as by internal navigation. Secondfy, the tract between the true
line of 45° and the old line, which gave the Americans possession of Rouse’s Point. Of this
Daniel Webster said,in an address to the New York Historical Society :— If we can trust
** the highest military judgment in the country—if we ean trust the general sense of intel-
‘“Yigent persons acquainted with the subject—if we can trust our own common sense on
“Jooking to the map—an object of great importance has been attained for the United States
‘“ and the Stateof New York.” Since then, the fort at Rouse’s Point, which Bouchette
describes as * neglected and in ruins,” has been enlarged to the standard of a first-class
fortress, and is to us a more obnoxious object than Luxemburg can possibly have been to
France, or Napoleon’s fleet at Boulogne to England, constructed as it is to hold an army, ahd
situated almost within cannon shot of Montreal, the very heart of the country. In a few
years we may perhaps expect to find another fort built on the head waters of the St. John, to
which the States have no more equitable right than they have to Rouse’s Point, as menacing
to Quebec as the existing fortress is to Montreal. Possibly, however, events may take another
turn. Injustice, arrogance and fraud* do not always prosper long. It would be hard to tell
how it may be brought about, but the writer entertains the hope that some day, by purchase,
by the vote of the people of the districts in question, by voluntary or perhaps even by involun-
tary ceéssion on the part of the United States, these districts, as well as the country between
the Kennebec and the St. Croix, all parts of our home farm, will be re-united to the Dominion.

Art. VL, of the Treaty of Ghent dealt with the boundaryfrom the intersection of line 45°
north latitude with the St. Lawrence, to the water communication into the Lake Huron. It
provided as follows:—

# The map submitted to the King of Holland, as that which was before the framers of the Treaty of 1783, was
Mischell's map, a very incorrect one, on which the line runuing from the head waters of the St. Croix due north to the
St. Lawrence is shewn a3 the boundary between Nova Scotia on one side and Sagadahoc and Canada on the other,
The north-west angle of Nova Scotia would then be on the St. Lawrence, not on the highlands. Thus this could not
have been the map in use in 1783. 1t became known, too, soon after the Ashburton Treaty was signed, that the U. 8.
authorities were not unaware of the existence of the identical map which was then used, and they carefully kept it
from the imowledge of Lord Ashburton. It appears that Count de Vergennes, on the 5thof December, 1782, sent a map
t»Dr Franklin with the request that he would delineate on it the 1imits of the United States as settled in the prelimi-
naries between the Britishand A i lenipotentiaries, and that the map wasreturned by Dr. Franklin the next
day, with a note, stating that he had marked with a strong red line the aforesaid limits. The map still exists in the
geographical department of the French Archives of Foreign Affairs, and the line runs wholly south of the St. John
and between the head waters of that river and those of the Penobscot and Kennebec. It is the line contended for by
Great Britain, excepting that it allows, what Britain never afterwards insisted on, that the valleys of all the rivers
intersected by the due north line from the St. Croix to Mars Hill sheuld be Britizh territory.




